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Urban bush arcas are an inrportant part
of Australia's hcrirage. Thel' givc att im-
prcssion of the original environmcnt and
as such arc imPortant lbr sciclltific,
cducatiorral. rccreational artd acsthctic
reasons. Rarc and unconlmon spccics of
plants and animals nral- bc cotrscrt'cd itr
these arcas rvhich lbrm ficld laboratories'
tbr biologv and . gcography studctrts.
Bushwalking. birdwatching and painting
art' cnjoyahle pastinrcs suited to urban
Lrush arcas. '['hcy' also pnl'idc glrdcncrs
with cxamplcs ol'plants suited to lrrcal
soils and climatc. 'l-hrough these actit'-
ities thc public is bccoming nlore alrare
o1'the natural cnvirotrment and thc nced
to consrrve this dwindling rcsource .

'fhe three Trigg Dunc rcscrvcs, total-
Iing 125 ha, are locatcd l2 km northrucst
of the city'r;l' Perth. ,'fhe rcscrvcs cxtctrd
fromimmdiatety "behindthe rvindsu'ept
lbrcdunes of :Frigg Bcach;'limuus {irr.its
surl, hack into suburbs that har:i'ipiung
up (lv(:r thc past liliu'rt t() t\verlt\ \'('ars.
'lihcy havc bccn n<.rminattd {irr listing on
the Rcgister of tlrc National Estute.

"['he Dune rcs(:rves arc signil'icant he-
cirusc rh{:y :rIc thc last rcntaitting ilr('a ()n

tltc Pertlt ntt'tropolitart coastlill(: rvltt're
thc vt'gctatiorr sequ('llcc lionr lleitch <lutte
coklttiscrs. t'oitltal ltt'atlt artd,\cat'ia
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thickets, through to Tuart and Jarrah/
Banksia woodlands are Prcscnt in .qood
condition. The diversity o[ r'cgctation
t1 pcs, due to thc ranse of soils, lorm a

varictl' of launal habitats.
Pcrth is built on a scries o[ dune s,,"s-

tems lbrnring the Srvan Coastal Plain.
'l'he dcvclopment o[ thcsc soils and land-
lbrms was dcscribcd bv NlacArthur and
Bettenay in 1951. In the cast lie thc
lcached grcy' Basscndcan satrds (250'000

vears r;ld). 'l'hc vcllorv Spcarwood duttcs
(100,000 y'cars old) arc ovcrlaitt irr thc
west bv the whitc Quindalup dunes
which have lbrmcd in thc last 6,000,vears
along the coast.

Both thc Quindalup artd the SPear-

wood dunc svstcms are reprcscnted on
the Trigg rcscrves. a unique lcature tlot
duplicatcd in attv otlrcr rescn'c in the
metropolitan arca.

'fhcre is mudh u'ildlil'e ot'interest to hx'

seen r:a a walk thion$h thc dunes iiilaud
fronr thc ht'ach.

Stabilising the lbredunr:s arc a host o['
plants shotving well cvolvcd adaptations
ro this often windy, salt spravcd and ht>t

cnvironmcnt. 'l-hcse irtclude the succtt-
lerrt purple-l'low'ered sea r,ocket (Carkile

nmrilittta), the large tleshy-leall'd d:risy
(;lrtlulhcca populilblia) and the hairy

spinifex (SpiniJcx hirsutus) which has

extensive root svstems: Nankeen kestrels
(Falco cenchroidar) hover ot'erhead watch-
ing for unwary skinks {-llorahca lineo-

cellata) sunning on the sand.
Rising up the slopes of ttre secondary

dunes is ihe lo* dappled mantle of
coastal heath. 'I'he aromatic grey- daisv'
bush (0/aaria axillaris), grcen coastal fan

flo*'er (Scaet'ola crassiJblia),'the flcshy
grecn b<robialla lltwoporum insularit) and
thc dark g,rcen .Sp-tridiwn globulosutn tocm
tht' habitat ol' thc white wingcd vr'ren

(;Valurus leucoplcrus)- Once common along

the coast, this bright blue (male) fairy
wren is rcstricted to areas' such as Tigg'
which are large cnough to suPPort them.

A stand of bright green windswePt
Rottnest Island C;,-pre** (eg ilitris pre issiil
is silhouettcd on thc drne crests. 'I'lris

population is one o[ thre+rernaining on

ihe m*rropolitan coast as ti:ir&quent
Iiii, fireru'ood gatherirrg and ur'btlt de-

vclopmcttt ltave causcd its decline elsc'

wheie. 'l'his lire-sctrsitive species takcs
scveral years to mature reproductivety'
'I'he rare, black striped lrurrowing snake
(I'ernticella talonotus) may be tbund in the

llllen needles and moss surrounding tlrc
older trees. 'l'hc dune sheoak (Causuarina

lehrruniancrl prelt'rs lhc steeP sides ofoldcr'
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uncs. [,ikc the Clvprcss ir is killcd b1 firc
nd as a rcsult is naturally ullcomnrort in
rc nrctropolitan arca. Both spccics havc
rc potcrrtial as $,indbr('aks irt ccrastal
rrdrns.
\\'lre lc thc linrt'stotrc (,[thc Spcanrood

uncs is cxpo:icd tlrrough thc ovcrlrirrg
Iuindalup silncls a quitc dilli'rctlt suitc of
lauts lrrd assot'iittt'<l arrinral$ catt bc
)urxl. A lrcalthv statrd o[.])rtauilru vrsilis

largc cnough to support brct'ding
.rkrnit's o{' \cs' Hc,llartd attd Brorr'tr
l()nc\'('at('rs (Ph1lida4yris nutathollandiae
*el Lilhttcra iedistiucta\. 'l'hc rcd tlorut'r-
lq €ocki{-"i. {+Egu+r +7|e*l*luu!a ftlut(t),
ink rcr:rllikt' triggrrplitnt (Str{tifinn ian-
a). r't'lltrrl pu \Goulholubiunt kttriFtitui4l
n(l purpl(' ('r('r'P('t' (Harlenheruiu tu,,tlt!ut-
rarr) irdrl to thr' )'t'at'-routrd dis;lllr ol'
'ildllorr't'r's.
Irrtlicrtirrq littrt'stottt; ll dr'1ltlr tht'

uricst it' 'l'rrirrts 
\ l)umlgtu.t guuphorqhulul

s(' irl)(,\'(' tlrt' uatlk' (.'lrtrlrr ro.tltlliltru)
tir'lit'ts an(l (rl)('rt nrixcd lrcatlr 1(.7/o-
'.ailtnu.\ rluudrilidw, Ilibbcrtitt: lltpuioide.'

aad Acanlhocarpus preissii). Somc indi-
viduals of this gum have sullbrcd from
too frcqucnt l-trc. iuscct attack and
changing watertable lcvcls. but their
staggs providc lookouts lor Port l.incoln
Parrtrts (Barnardius :onailus). \\'hitc-
tailcd Cocka vros \Ca lt'ptnrhynchus .lunttut
baudinii), Pink and Gro'Galahs {Eolophus
roseirupillusl and Crcl' Butclrcr birds
(L' rat I i eus torq ua I u s\.

Thc track throu'glr thr' ."\cacia thickes
pass('s bv thc ruirrs ol'a ltousc alld \\'atrr
tank. built in thc l9ll0s as part ol'atr utr-
suct'csslul coast:rl sulxlivisiorr. I'oor s,rils
atrd isolatiott. rt'sultc<l in its abarrdon-
nr('nt ilr thc lgitls. 'l'lu'arca rtas fir-l re-
srncrl in l8tll) as p.ut ol'a slttck tuutt'
rllriclr lvas ust'tl urrtil lttfl-I.'l'ht' r'alk'r's
crrrrlairritrq tlu' Liallitri.t rt'ttritittcd it
(iovcrttnrcttt r('s('r\'(' attrl rr'r'rt' adclt'<l ttr
tlrc rvlrok' r('r('t'\'(' ulrctt it uas st't asitlc
lirr l)ublic ()pcrr Sp;rct' in tlrt' latt' lt).l()s.
Privatc larrcl uithirr lltr t't'st'rvr' \r'as ('\-
changt'd lilr nt()l't' suitablc lluilrlirrg
blocks inlarrrl.

Clemantis mit'rrrplrila i: e tre?lttr wnnrun
throughoul lhe Rtvrre.'t. lt lm: u,hih.ftn!fury ttd'
u'hirh git't i! ils ronnnn nant, oll maa': brnrd.

Pholografhr Roberl Pourl l.

Thc northcrn hlock of thc rcscrvc is

quirc diflcrcnt liom thc othcr ntr) stnd\'
dune rcst:n'es. Situatt'd in a vallev u,hcrr
thc coastal sand has bccn trlrrrr'rr Iurthcr
inland, thc vegctation is gr.ri'r'rrrcd b1' thc
shallow yellow-brown sands overlyine
limestonc. Hcre thg scaltcrcd (uarts have
a mid-storev ofJarrah (Eucal-rplut mar,gin-
ala\. Irlarri (Euco[tplus caloph.ylla) on
Banl;sia w'<-rodland and an undcrstorev of
Jacksonia and l)aaiesia (Pca familr r

shrubs.
Rcgionalll' thc Trigg Duncs compli-

mcnt thc vvctland rcscn'cs inlarrd t's-
peciallv Star Swamp Rcsen'c I knr to tlrc
north. Togcthcr thcl' Uisplar a rvidc
range of ccosvstcms and plal' an impor-
tant role in the movcmcnt of birds.

The pressures on thc coastal rcscn'cs
arc marl)'and varied. Rubbish dumpine.
wccd invasion, erosion and ft'ral aninr:rls
are all intcrconnccted prc,blenrs and
make manascment a dillicult task. L-l'-

forts madc b1' the local council to lincc
the rescn'cs and nraintain l'irctrreaks
halc hclped to prcscrve this fragilc cn-
vironmcnt and drau att('utiotr to ilr
value as a natural hr:ritagc.

Tlrc construction ol' a nutior road
througlt tlrc rcsclvc is propxrscd. Such :r

road u'ill liagmcrrt tltc durrc conrmunitit's
arrd promotc sevcrc ('rosiolr as it is

aligncd u'ith thc prcvailirtg southnt'stcrh
wincls. Rchabilirarion witlt spccit's li'otrt
adjaccut communitit:s could bc dillicult.
'l'hc hldrolotv n'ill. bc altcrcd artd all ilr-
flux ol'wccds in thc disturlrt'd arcas rrill
iucrcase thc risk ol'lirc. 'l'herearr altt'r-
nati\.cs lo rhis trallic rnaittaga'm('llt
problenr outsidc thc restrrcr-trJrieb.- il
intplrnrcnted, could sa\'(' ttr(' rcscrvcs {iu
lururc gencratil4sl

l'oolnu!t
A ***.fin on I atd 9 l)ercnil,cr, bclieril lu
hate bru delibtraklt'lil, bunl abou! thut-
quut'lct.t o.f'tfu couttal dunc rc.scrt'(.?'hi: rdutit
lhc unruunl of'btu-rh nuileriul uutilablt lir
rohabilitation il'tb ruud i.; conllrut''kd in lhe

ur.r,l .ltir' -teurt .

Thc u,hi te u'ingd Jairr u'rm (Malurus
Ieucopterus/ il'as one common along tht

mc!ropolitan coasl but is nou'restrickd lo heath ou

largt rescncs sueh as Trigg. Photographtn B. -1.
and.4. G. ll'clls.


